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The National Institutes of Health-National 
Institute for Dental and Craniofacial Re-
search funded three oral health practice-
based research networks (PBRN) in 2005, 
including “The Dental PBRN” (DPBRN).  
DPBRN is a consortium of participating 
practices and dental organizations commit-
ted to advancing knowledge of dental 
practice and ways to improve it. Essen-
tially, it is “practical science” done about, 
in, and for, the benefit of “real world” 
daily clinical practice. The network includes 
more than 1,100 practitioner-investigators 
from the United States and three Scandi-
navian countries. 
 

One of the DPBRN studies conducted re-
cently was “Blood glucose testing in dental 
practice.” The specific goals of this study 
were to quantify the percentage of DPBRN 
patients who meet the American Diabetes 
Association screening criteria, describe the 
characteristics of these patients, determine 
the acceptability of conducting blood glu-
cose testing in the dental office, and iden-
tify barriers to regular screening, as re-
ported by DPBRN patients and practices. 
Below is a testimonial from one of our 

practitioners who participated in the study,  
Dr. Adolphus Jackson, of Birmingham, Ala-
bama:  
 

"My staff and I were delighted to be a 
part of the DPBRN study on Blood Glucose 
levels. One health risk that we already 
check as a standard rule is high blood 
pressure. This has proven to be effective in 
identifying patients who may be at risk of 
having hypertension. The testing of blood 
glucose levels in the dental office would 
definitely be useful. The patients were re-
ceptive to the idea of being able to know 
if their blood glucose level was within nor-
mal range. As a health care provider it is 
important for me to be able to give my 
patients as much information as possible 
about the effects of various health condi-
tions on their dental health. It also shows 
that we are not only concerned about their 
dental health but their overall health and 
well-being. Our patients were impressed to 
know that we place great emphasis on 
their total health by participating in the 
study. The staff enjoyed being a part of 
the study and we all look forward to par-
ticipating in future studies. It‟s a positive 
benefit for both the patients and the prac-
tice."  
For more details, please visit our website:  
DentalPBRN.org.   
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Literature Reviews 

Dr. Adolphus Jackson and his team.  

Members of NNOHA's Membership Services Committee volunteer their time to review articles and studies that may be 
valuable to safety-net oral health programs. One review is listed below. Visit http://www.nnoha.org/litreview.html to see 
all of the reviews and links to the articles. Please note that some of the full articles may require subscriptions or payment 
to view. If you have any suggestions, or if you are interested in being involved in the Membership Services Committee, 
contact info@nnoha.org. 
 
Water consumption beliefs and practices in a rural Latino community: implications for fluoridation.  
Scherzer T, Barker JC, Pollick H, Weintraub JA. J Public Health Dent. 2010 Fall;70(4):337-43. 
Focus groups and structured interviews were used in this study to explore beliefs about tap water among Latino parents 
of young children in a rural California community. The majority of the respondents were not born in the U.S., but had lived 
in the community over six years. A Health Center and private practice dentists serve the community. The vast majority of 
residents avoided drinking unfiltered tap water, and felt it was unsafe based on taste appearance and smell. Addition-
ally, long-time residents spoke of a documented history of poor water quality, which information was transmitted to newer 
residents. Significance to Health Center Practice: Although the particular community in which the study was conducted 
does not have fluoridated drinking water, the beliefs and perceptions stated by the participants may have applicability 
to other urban or rural communities that are fluoridated. Health Center dental programs should be aware of any docu-
mented current or past issues with local water supplies, and be prepared to engage caregivers of young chil-
dren in discussions about their drinking water preferences. 
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